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LESSONS 
7.    The Calling of the Twelve 

8.    Be Ye Therefore Perfect 

9.    Whomsoever Shall Do the Will of My Father 

10.  He Spake Many Things unto Them in Parables 

11.  He That Receiveth Whomsoever I Send Receiveth 
Me 

A Brief Summary of the First Year of the Savior’s 
Ministry 
The first year of the Savior’s public ministry was 
opened by the dramatic event of the cleansing of the 
temple. Significant interviews with Nicodemus and 
the woman of Samaria followed, in which Jesus 
declared his identity and important doctrines for 
entrance into his kingdom. This period is referred to 
by scholars as his early Judean ministry. 

This was followed by what is usually called his 
Galilean ministry, which included his visit to 
Nazareth, which is in the northern province of Galilee. 
Rejected there after the declaration of his messiahship 
to his townsmen, Jesus turned toward the cities that 
surrounded the Sea of Galilee. Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew were called to follow him. This period 
marked the beginning of Jesus’ miracles and his 
preaching to the Jews. 

An Overview of the Second Year 
The second year opened as Jesus came down from 
Galilee to attend the feast of the Passover at 
Jerusalem. While there he healed a man on the 
Sabbath day. So reactionary were the Jewish leaders to 
a healing on the Sabbath that they sought to kill Jesus 
(John 5:16). You will read in this section how Jesus 
answered charges concerning the violation of the 
Sabbath and how he established his credentials before 
them. 
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The events in this

section treat the second

year of Jesus’ formal ministry.

As you can see, this period extends from

the second to the third Passover.

You will also notice how the number of recorded

events during this period begins to crescendo. Twenty-seven

events are treated by the Gospel writers for the second year of the Lord’s

formal ministry.

Birth 1st Passover 2nd Passover 3rd Passover Final Passover

30 Years FIRST YEAR SECOND YEAR THIRD YEAR

18 27 72
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