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Chapter 40 
3 Nephi 6–10 
Introduction 
 In 3 Nephi 6–10 a warning example is given for 
the members of the Church of Jesus Christ in the last 
dispensation. The Nephite members of the Church 
who escaped destruction were those who repented and 
heeded the voice of the prophets. 

Notes and Commentary 
3 Nephi 6:10–16. Inequality Among the Nephites 

 As the Nephites began to prosper, what sin entered 
in among them? (see 3 Nephi 6:12–13). What did this 
inequality do to the Church? (see v. 14). What did 
Mormon say was the real cause of this iniquity? 
(see v. 15). What generally happens when people 
begin to believe that they are better than others? How 
does this part of Book of Mormon history substantiate 
Proverbs 16:18? 

3 Nephi 6:17–30. “A State of Awful Wickedness” 

 As the Nephites began to “wilfully rebel against 
God” (3 Nephi 6:18), prophets of the Lord were sent 
to testify boldly of Christ and the redemption and 
against the sins and iniquities of the people (see v. 20). 
How did the wicked react to this preaching? (see 
vv. 21, 23). When complaints were registered with the 
governor, the chief judge in Zarahemla, how did these 
evil men circumvent the law? (see vv. 27–30). 
Regarding this, Elder Robert L. Simpson said: 

 “Times have not changed. Less than two months 
ago, most of you read the disturbing article in our 
newspapers about a group of individuals who have 
established a so-called Satanic church, with the sole 
purpose to participate only in the realms of evil and 
darkness. They are in open defiance of and 
diametrically opposed to all of His holy purposes that 
bring us together in this great conference. Without a 
goodly number of God-fearing men committed to the 
cause of truth, these societies of evil could well take 
over our society. 

 “The only effective tool against evil and 
darkness is truth and light, particularly truth and light 
held in the hands of those bearing God’s Holy 
Priesthood: worthy, dedicated men such as I see before 
me here today. 

 “No man or boy who has accepted the 
commitment of priesthood can stand idly by, for if we 
do not abide in this covenant with the Lord, if we are 
less than anxiously engaged in doing something about 
it, he says: ‘. . . ye are not worthy of me.’ (D&C 
98:15.)” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1967, p. 69). 

3 Nephi 8:1. A “Just Man” 

 Mormon wrote that a “just man” kept the Nephite 
record (see 3 Nephi 8:1). This man was Nephi, a 
grandson of Helaman (see 3 Nephi 23:7, 12). The 
following chart will be helpful in understanding how 
Nephi fit into Nephite genealogy: 

���������	�
��

����������
�����

�����
����������������������������������
�����
�
�
�
�����
��

����������

�������
��������
�
��������
��������������������������
�
 

����!�����"��������#������
��
!�$����

��������
���������
��������
��������������������������
�
�

�����
��%
���������
���������������
��������
�!�
������
��
�

 
3 Nephi 8:4–18. Control of the Elements 

 A tempest, as referred to in 3 Nephi 8:6, is an 
intense, violent wind. Such a furious storm is often 
accompanied by rain, hail, or snow and frequently 
causes destruction over a widespread area. 

 That God is in control of the elements has been 
attested to by the scriptures and modern prophets. 
Elder Bruce R. McConkie wrote about the Lord’s 
control of earthquakes: 




