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Chapter 49 
Ether 6–10 
Introduction 
 In all our study of mankind, we have never 
found Satan resting. Among the Jaredites we find 
his influence as determined and vicious as at any 
other time. 

Notes and Commentary 
Ether 6:19–30. Why Is It Dangerous for a People to 
Seek a King? 

 The people of Israel, like the people of Jared, 
suddenly wanted to change to a monarchial form of 
government. The prophet Samuel, who was the judge 
or ruler over Israel, was saddened by his people’s 
request. But the Lord revealed the real problem when 
he told Samuel, “They have not rejected thee, but they 
have rejected me, that I should not reign over them” 
(1 Samuel 8:7). Then the Lord told Samuel to give in 
to their request after warning them of the 
consequences of their wishes (see v. 9). 

 When the Jaredites wanted a king, the brother 
of Jared warned them: “Surely this thing leadeth 
into captivity” (Ether 6:23). King Mosiah also 
commented on the potential dangers of kings (see 
Mosiah 29:16–24). 

Ether 7. From King to Captivity 

 The brother of Jared said that having a king 
would lead to captivity, and he was right. Kib, and 
later his son Shule, were taken captive by rivals. The 
following genealogical chart illustrates this part of 
the early Jaredite history. Notice how short the time 
was between the brother of Jared’s prophecy and 
its fulfillment. 

 Much Jaredite history is covered rapidly in this 
part of the book of Ether. In abridging the history, 
Moroni told only the highlights of hundreds of years 
of events. He emphasized the parallels with his own 
people and the lessons that would be most valuable for 
our time. 
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Ether 8:1–12. Secret Combinations Among the 
Jaredites 

 Moroni paused in his rapid summary of Jaredite 
history to recount in great detail the instituting of 
secret combinations among these people. Moroni did 
so because these organizations caused the entire 
downfall of both the Jaredite and the Nephite societies 
(see Ether 8:21); and unless we repent, secret 
combinations will cause the downfall of society in our 
own time (see vv. 23–25). 

 Verse 9 indicates that the Jaredites learned about 
secret combinations from records that their fathers had 
brought with them from the old world. It is possible 
these records contained an account of the earliest 
secret combinations (see Moses 5:29–33, 47–55), for 
we know that the Jaredites had records of the “creation 
of the world, and also of Adam, and an account from 
that time even to the great tower” (Ether 1:3). 

 The plan by which Jared’s daughter proposed to 
help secure the kingdom for her father indicates how 
evil persons can take advantage of human weakness. 
Jared’s daughter was well aware of her personal 
beauty, as well as Akish’s desire for her. In her anxiety 
to help her father get power and gain she was willing 
to participate in an evil plot. 

Ether 8:13–17. An Unrighteous and Binding Oath 

 Notice that Akish, in binding his supporters to be 
faithful to him in all that he desired, compelled them to 




