
Tunbridge Gore, Vermont, was the first home of
Joseph and Lucy Smith. Hyrum Smith was born
here on 9 February 1800.

The Joseph Smith, Sr., family moved several
times in New England. (1) Following Joseph 
and Lucy’s marriage in 1796 they lived 
and farmed in Tunbridge, Vermont. (2) In 1802
they moved to Randolph and opened a
mercantile establishment. (3) The next year
they returned to Tunbridge. (4) Also in 1803, 

they sold the Tunbridge farm and moved to
Royalton for a few months. (5) In 1804 they
moved to Sharon township in Windsor County,
where Joseph Smith, Jr., was born. (6) They
moved back to Tunbridge, where Samuel
Harrison was born. (7) In 1808 they again moved
to Royalton, where Ephraim and William were
born. (8) In 1811 they moved to West Lebanon,
New Hampshire, where a typhoid epidemic
struck the family. (9) In 1813 they moved 
to Norwich, Vermont, where they experienced
three successive crop failures. (10) Crop 
failures forced a final move to the Palmyra vicinity
in New York in 1816.
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there, during which their first three children were born. Joseph and Lucy
rented out their Tunbridge farm, possibly because of stony soil, and moved to
Randolph in 1802, where they opened a mercantile establishment.

In Randolph Lucy fell ill. A physician diagnosed her condition as
tuberculosis, the illness her older sisters, Lovisa and Lovina, had died from.
Hearing that doctors said she would die, Lucy pleaded with the Lord to
spare her life so that she might bring comfort to her children and husband.

Lucy wrote, “I made a solemn covenant with God that if He would let
me live I would endeavor to serve him according to the best of my abilities.
Shortly after this I heard a voice say to me, ‘Seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you. Let your heart be comforted; ye believe in
God, believe also in me.’

“. . . As soon as I was able I made all diligence in endeavoring to find
someone who was capable of instructing me more perfectly in the way of
life and salvation. . . .

“. . . I went from place to place for the purpose of getting information
and finding, if it were possible, some congenial spirit who could enter into
my feelings and thus be able to strengthen and assist me in carrying out my
resolutions. . . .

“. . . I said in my heart that there was not then upon earth the religion
which I sought. I therefore determined to examine my Bible and, taking
Jesus and His disciples for my guide, to endeavor to obtain from God that
which man could neither give nor take away. . . .

“At length I considered it my duty to be baptized and, finding a minister
who was willing to baptize me and leave me free in regard to joining
any religious denomination, I stepped forward and yielded obedience
to this ordinance.”14

While Lucy was preoccupied with religion and salvation, her husband
was embarking on an ill-fated economic venture. Learning that ginseng root,
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