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Accounts settled, Lucy and her eight children, ranging in age from the
infant Don Carlos to seventeen-year-old Alvin, set out for New York with
Caleb Howard. In South Royalton, Lucy’s mother, Lydia, was injured by an
overturning wagon. When Lydia was taken to her son’s home in Tunbridge,
mother and daughter tearfully exchanged goodbyes. The aged Lydia
admonished her daughter: “I beseech you to continue faithful in the service
of God to the end of your days, that I may have the pleasure of embracing
you in another and fairer world above.”35 Lydia died two years later in
Royalton of the injuries she had received at that time.

As the Smith family continued their journey, it became apparent to
Lucy that “Mr. Howard, our teamster, was an unprincipled and unfeeling
wretch.”36 He spent the money Joseph, Sr., had paid him to gather the
Smith family to New York on drinking and gambling.37 Joseph, Jr., at the
time a boy of ten, later remembered that even though he had not yet fully
recovered from his leg operation, Howard made him walk “in my weak
state through the snow 40 miles per day for several days, during which
time I suffered the most excruciating weariness & pain.”38

At Utica, several miles from their destination, Howard unloaded the
Smith’s belongings and was about to leave with their team when Lucy
confronted him: “Sir, I now forbid you touching the team, or driving it one
step further.” The determined Lucy then reloaded the wagon and drove the
team the rest of the way to Palmyra. She arrived with only two cents, but
was “happy in once more having the society of my husband, and in
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The Appalachian Mountains formed a
formidable barrier to western migration in the
early history of the United States. Explorers
eventually found three tolerable routes from the
tidewater to the interior: the Great Genesee
Road’s Mohawk Turnpike in New York; the
National Road in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and
Ohio; and the Wilderness Road in North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky.

The Smith family used the first of these 
routes to travel to the Palmyra, New York, region.
The path came out of New England in
Massachusetts to Albany in eastern New York 
and up the Mohawk River valley.




