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out, and many great and marvelous things were manifested and taught. The
Lord gave me great wisdom, and enabled me to teach and edify the Elders.”9

Some of the brethren experienced the gift of tongues in these meetings.
Meanwhile, W. W. Phelps continued to prepare the Book of Commandments for
publication, and he also edited the Evening and Morning Star, which
appeared monthly.

Late in June 1833 the Prophet sent a plan for the building up of the city of
Zion and its accompanying temple to the Saints in Missouri. The city was
designed for fifteen to twenty thousand people and “was to be one mile
square, with ten-acre blocks, divided into one-half-acre lots, one house to the
lot.”10 A complex of twenty-four “temples” was to be built and used as houses
of worship. The schools were to be located on two central city blocks. Lands
on the north and south of the city were to be used for barns, stables, and
farms. The farmer, as well as the merchant and mechanic, was to live in the
city to enjoy all the social, cultural, and educational advantages.11

Unfortunately, mob interference prevented the implementation of this plan,
although many of its basic ideas were later used by the Latter-day Saints in
northern Missouri, Nauvoo, Illinois, and in hundreds of other settlements in
the West.

C A U S E S O F T H E C O N F L I C T I N J A C K S O N C O U N T Y

The happy and favorable circumstances of the Saints in Jackson County
ended suddenly in July of 1833. The original inhabitants of the area became
increasingly suspicious as the number of Church members in Jackson County
grew rapidly. Many people feared they would soon be outnumbered by the
new religiously-motivated pilgrims from the East. The “old settlers” were
from a different background than the incoming Latter-day Saints, and it was
natural that cultural, political, religious, and economic differences arose.

Jackson County’s residents were a rough-and-ready group who had come
from the mountainous regions of several southern states to the western edge
of the United States to find freedom from societal restraints. Most of them
were uneducated and lacked the cultural refinement that was more common
in New England and the East. Many of them indulged in profanity, Sabbath-
breaking, horse-racing, cock-fighting, idleness, drunkenness, gambling, and
violence. Following his first visit to Jackson County, the Prophet Joseph Smith
reflected on “how natural it was to observe the degradation, leanness of
intellect, ferocity, and jealousy of a people that were nearly a century behind
the times, and to feel for those who roamed about without the benefit of
civilization, refinement, or religion.”12

The old settlers viewed the growing body of Saints as a political threat,
even though members of the Church did not run for office or vote as a bloc
during their short stay in Jackson County. By July 1833 the Mormon
population in the county was almost twelve hundred, with more arriving each
month. Some members boasted that thousands more were coming to live in
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