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Time Line

Date Significant Event

26 Jan. 1839 Committee on Removal
was organized by
Brigham Young

Feb. 1839 Large-scale migration
from Missouri began

22 Mar. 1839 Joseph Smith wrote from
Liberty Jail urging Saints
not to scatter

22 Apr. 1839 Joseph Smith arrived in
Quincy, Illinois, after
months of imprisonment
in Missouri

30 Apr. 1839 Joseph Smith negotiated
land purchases in both
Iowa and Illinois

22 July 1839 A “day of God’s power”
was manifested in many
healings in Nauvoo and
Montrose

Nov. 1839 Joseph Smith met with
President Martin Van
Buren in Washington, D.C.

16 Dec. 1839 The Nauvoo Charter was
signed in Springfield,
Illinois

1 Feb. 1841 John C. Bennett was
elected the first mayor of
Nauvoo

� Options were limited as the Saints
were driven from Missouri from the fall of
1838 into the spring of 1839. The most
attractive possibility was to return east.
For economic, political, and humanitarian
reasons, Illinois initially welcomed the
refugees.

C H A P T E R  S E V E N T E E N

REFUGE IN ILLINOIS

SO M E  P E O P L E  S A W the flight from Missouri as evidence that
the Lord had forsaken the Saints. The Prophet Joseph was in Liberty
Jail with no prospect of release. Whatever hope the Saints had of

regaining political rights and property in Missouri or establishing the city
of Zion was dimmed. Even some Church members questioned the wisdom
of gathering the Saints again into one location.

Where were the Church members to go for refuge? The vast Indian tracts
to the west were not open to settlers. Iowa to the north was sparsely settled
but offered little timber upon its vast, rolling plains. Going south meant
traveling through hostile Missouri communities. The route east was most
familiar and reassuring to Church members. Many of the Saints had traveled
it only months before in exile from Kirtland. Now some of them were
considering a return to Ohio. Crossing the Mississippi and pausing in some
of the small Illinois communities along its bank, however, provided the
respite necessary for the Saints to receive new direction from Church leaders.

R E S E T T L E M E N T O F T H E S A I N T S

The months following the surrender of Far West severely tested the
leadership of the Church. The entire First Presidency—Joseph Smith, Sidney
Rigdon, and Hyrum Smith—were in jail. The ranks of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles had been thinned. David W. Patten had been killed in the Battle of
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