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Since the spring planting season was approaching, the Prophet wasted
no time in moving the Church into action. Two days after his arrival a
council meeting decided to send him and several others upstream to Iowa
“for the purpose of making a location for the Church.”10 The next day the
Prophet examined lands on both sides of the Mississippi River.

Once the decision was made to gather and relocate the Saints, the
Church leaders moved vigorously to procure the necessary land. By the end
of the summer of 1839 four major land transactions were completed to
provide the Church the area it needed. The largest parcel was nearly twenty
thousand acres of land purchased from Isaac Galland on the Iowa side of
the river, as well as a small portion in Illinois. The other three purchases,
totalling over six hundred acres, were across from the Iowa bank on a
horseshoe-shaped bend in the river in Illinois. Two small towns, Commerce
and Commerce City, had been platted on this land, but they had only a
handful of dwellings between them. Some of the flatlands near the river
were swampy because of a high water table and springs that flowed from
the foot of the bluffs to the east and were consequently unhealthy. But
Joseph Smith and the brethren were certain that they could make the area a
suitable place of habitation for the Saints.

Since both the refugees and the Church in general had little cash, the land
was purchased largely on credit. Reasonable interest rates and long term
payments were attractive at the time, but given the indigent circumstances
of the Saints, they became a heavy burden on the Church’s resources
throughout the Nauvoo period. For the next several years Joseph Smith
solicited funds from Church members to help with the payments. Properties
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Although the largest tracts of land the Church
purchased were in Iowa, the most important
Latter-day Saint communities were in Illinois.




