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government for Nauvoo. At the October general conference, Joseph Smith,
Robert B. Thompson, and John C. Bennett were nominated to draft a
proposal and carry it to Springfield.

Bennett’s lobbying efforts with both political parties were successful,
and the Nauvoo charter became law on 16 December 1840. It was similar to
the charters granted to Chicago and Alton in 1837, Galena in 1839, and
Springfield and Quincy in 1840. It granted the right to establish a local
militia, a municipal court, and a university. Church leaders were elated with
its broad and liberal provisions, which seemed to ensure that government
officials would no longer be able to take advantage of the Saints as they had
in Missouri. Nauvoo’s legislative and executive powers resided in the
mayor, four aldermen, and nine councilors. The mayor and aldermen also
served as judges of the municipal court, a change from the pattern of other
chartered cities. This meant that five men controlled the legislative,
executive, and judicial branches of the local government.

John C. Bennett was elected Nauvoo’s first mayor on 1 February 1841.
Other Church leaders, including Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Hyrum
Smith, were elected aldermen, ensuring a local government that would be
friendly to the Saints. Immediately the city council created a militia unit, the
Nauvoo Legion, which gradually grew to three thousand enlistees. Also,
according to Nauvoo charter provisions, the Nauvoo Legion was under the
control of Joseph Smith and other civic leaders, although it was technically
part of the state militia. Once again jealous anti-Mormon observers became
apprehensive about the unabated growth of Mormon influence and power
in their area.

For the first time in a decade, the Saints felt some security. The Lord had
again led them to find a refuge. The Apostles were able to go on their
appointed mission to Great Britain. Their prophet was safe and well and
leading the Church. Peace abounded, and opportunities to extend the
gospel of Jesus Christ seemed readily available.

E N D N O T E S

Several communities of Saints grew up in
Hancock County, Illinois, and Lee County, Iowa,
during the Nauvoo era. Population estimates for
the area totaled between fifteen and twenty
thousand people by the time of the exodus from
Illinois in 1846.
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