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Carthage was the county seat of Hancock
County and the location of the county jail. Many
of the mob were state militia who had been
released from duty and came to Carthage on the
road from Warsaw.

more, but there was not enough time. He went home to his family, fully
aware that it would probably be his last evening with them.

At 6:30 A.M. on Monday, 24 June, Joseph, Hyrum, John Taylor, and
fifteen other members of the Nauvoo city council set out on horseback for
Carthage, accompanied by Willard Richards and a number of other friends.
It had rained for weeks, but this morning was sunny and beautiful. Pausing
at the temple site, the Prophet looked on the sacred edifice, then on the city,
and remarked, “This is the loveliest place and the best people under the
heavens; little do they know the trials that await them.”14 To the assembled
Saints, he said, “If I do not go there [to Carthage], the result will be the
destruction of this city and its inhabitants; and I cannot think of my dear
brothers and sisters and their children suffering the scenes of Missouri
again in Nauvoo; no, it is better for your brother, Joseph, to die for his
brothers and sisters, for I am willing to die for them. My work is finished.”15

At about ten o’clock the group arrived at a farm four miles west of
Carthage, where they met a company of sixty mounted Illinois militia.
Captain Dunn presented an order from Governor Ford for all the state arms
in the possession of the Nauvoo Legion to be surrendered. At Dunn’s
request, Joseph Smith agreed to return to Nauvoo to forestall any resistance.
Joseph then sent a note explaining his delay to the governor in Carthage.
Before returning to Nauvoo, Joseph prophesied, “I am going like a lamb to
the slaughter, but I am calm as a summer’s morning. I have a conscience
void of offense toward God and toward all men. If they take my life I shall
die an innocent man, and my blood shall cry from the ground for
vengeance, and it shall be said of me ‘He was murdered in cold blood!’”16

Upon returning to Nauvoo, Joseph directed that three small cannons
and about two hundred firearms be turned over to the militia. This action
revived agonizing memories of the Mormon disarmament that had
preceded the Missouri massacre. The Prophet also had another opportunity
to bid farewell to his family. He left for Carthage at 6:00 P.M.

Five minutes before midnight on 24 June, Captain Dunn and his
company of sixty mounted men of the Augusta militia rode into Carthage
with Joseph and Hyrum Smith and the members of the Nauvoo city council
as voluntary captives. Joseph and Hyrum were weary from flight, hiding
out, and the threat of assassination. Nevertheless the brothers were
imposing figures as they rode into town—the Prophet, age thirty-eight, and
Hyrum, forty-four—both tall men who towered over most of the others.

Carthage was in a riotous state. Mobs of irate townsmen and farmers
from throughout western Illinois had been clamoring for the arrest of the
Mormon prophet. They were now eager to see the captives. Among the mob
were more than fourteen hundred unruly militia, including the local
Carthage Greys. Crowds had been roaming the town all day, drinking and
brawling. They wanted to get their hands on the Smith brothers. Through
Captain Dunn’s efforts, the prisoners were safely placed in the Hamilton
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