
After leading the Mississippi Saints to Pueblo,
Colorado, John Brown (1820–97) was active in
assisting emigration until about 1870. He also
served as bishop of the Pleasant Grove Ward in
Utah for twenty-nine years. He held numerous
civil offices and was mayor of Pleasant Grove for
twenty years.
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The route of the Brooklyn. After rounding Cape
Horn, a storm drove the Saints five hundred miles
east, where they put in at the island of Juan
Fernandez (Robinson Crusoe’s island) on 4 May
1846. There they loaded fresh water, fruit, and
vegetables. After five days they set sail for the
Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands, arriving there on 20
June. The Brooklyn entered Yerba Buena (San
Francisco) Harbor late in July 1846 after over five
months at sea.

three to five o’clock, with a “cold lunch” served at eight in the evening.
Provisions were made for attending to the sick and for cooking for the
group, and Sabbath morning services were held at which “all that are able
must attend, shaved, and washed clean, so as to appear in a manner
becoming the solemn, and holy occasion.”10 Rounding Cape Horn, the ship
stopped at Juan Fernandez, the island made famous by Daniel Defoe’s
Robinson Crusoe. They also spent ten days in the Sandwich Islands (now the
Hawaiian Islands). There were two births during the voyage, and the
children were named Atlantic and Pacific, after the oceans where they first
saw life. Ten of the passengers died on the voyage.11

When the Brooklyn arrived at San Francisco Bay on 31 July 1846, Brannan,
who had hoped to be the first American to fly the United States flag in
California, was disappointed to see it atop the Mexican customhouse. Some
of the company sought work along the coast, but others founded a colony
further inland, which they called New Hope. Brannan dreamed that New
Hope would become the center for the Saints in the West. By January 1847 he
was publishing the California Star, the second English newspaper in
California. Most of the Brooklyn Saints were unaware the Church was settling
in the Great Basin and willingly followed Brannan’s direction.

In April 1847, Samuel Brannan headed east to meet the body of the
Church and offer to guide them to California. He met Brigham Young and
the Pioneer Company in June at the Green River (in present-day Wyoming).
Thomas S. Williams and Samuel Brannan were sent to guide the members
of the battalion and also members of the Mississippi Company into the Salt
Lake Valley. These two groups had wintered at Pueblo and were at the time
en route toward Salt Lake City. After spending a few days in the Salt Lake
Valley with Brigham Young and the Saints, Brannan returned to California
with Captain James Brown of the Mormon Battalion to conduct Church
business. Disenchanted with Brigham Young’s decision not to establish
Church headquarters on the coast, Brannan soon apostatized. Some of the
Brooklyn Saints followed him. Brannan publicized the California gold rush
and became the region’s first millionaire, but eventually lost his fortune
through unwise investments and died a pauper.

T H E P U E B L O S A I N T S

As we have seen,12 during the winter of 1846–47 about 275 Latter-day
Saints formed a substantial community at Pueblo, hundreds of miles west
of the main body of the Saints at the Missouri River. This group consisted of
the three sick detachments from the Mormon Battalion and approximately
sixty “Mississippi Saints” who had come to Pueblo in August.

These southern members of the Church were accompanied by John
Brown, who had moved from Mississippi to Nauvoo in 1845. He was
appointed by Brigham Young in January 1846 to return to his fellow Saints
in the South and urge them to join in the westward migration. Brown and
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