
G R O W T H  I N T O  A W O R L D W I D E  C H U R C H

divine in man; ‘the supreme, crowning gift that makes him king of all created
things.’ It is the consciousness of victory over self and of communion with the
infinite. It is spirituality alone which really gives one the best in life.”8

P R E S I D E N T O F A W O R L D W I D E C H U R C H

David O. McKay became the most widely traveled President in the
history of the Church. In 1952 he visited the missions in Britain and on the
European continent. The following year he returned to Europe to dedicate
sites for the first temples outside of North America or Hawaii. In 1954 he
stopped briefly in London on the first leg of a thirty-seven-thousand-mile
tour that took him to South Africa and Latin America. On this trip he
became the first General Authority ever to visit South Africa (the one area
he had not visited during his 1921 tour) and the first President of the
Church ever to be in South America.

In 1955 he traveled throughout the South Pacific, returning to places
where he had enjoyed sacred experiences some thirty-four years earlier.
While on this trip he announced plans to construct a temple in New
Zealand—a further step in making the blessings of the house of the Lord
available to the Saints in various parts of the world. A few months later he
was in Europe for the fourth time in four years, this time to dedicate the
Swiss Temple in Bern, Switzerland. In 1958 he returned to the Pacific to
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By 1960 there were 319 stakes in the Church.
Seven of these stakes had been organized
outside of North America and Hawaii.




