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been established in many countries to enhance the preparation of local
young men and women called to serve in those areas.

Latter-day Saint performing groups from various college campuses
became another effective means of building goodwill toward the Church. In
1978 a group from BYU presented music and dance variety shows in Poland
and in the Soviet Union. Before their tour, the performers spent several
weeks studying the cultures and languages of the peoples they would visit
so that they could announce their numbers in the local language and greet
audience members individually following the performances. They were
eager to communicate the spirit of the gospel by setting a good example and
by radiating love. In both countries the performers were well received and
their performances were taped for later release on nationwide television.
The following year, another group made similar preparations for a tour of
mainland China. Here again their presentations in the most prestigious
concert halls of the country, as well as impromptu performances in
factories, were highly appreciated. Additional tours in succeeding years
continued to spread goodwill throughout the world.12

BYU sports teams also helped make friends for the Church. In the fall of
1984 the BYU Cougars were the only undefeated major college football team
in the United States, and at the end of the football season they were ranked
number one in the nation by both the coaches and sports writers. Numerous
articles in national publications presented favorable views of the BYU
players, their school, and their religion.

The Church’s worldwide nature was reflected in the increasingly
international make-up of the General Authorities. Among those called to the
First Quorum of the Seventy through President Spencer W. Kimball were five
Europeans, Elders Charles A. Didier from Belgium, Jacob de Jager from the
Netherlands, F. Enzio Busche from Germany, Derek A. Cuthbert from
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The Church currently has missionary training
centers in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, England, Guatemala, Japan,
Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Philippines,
Samoa, Tonga, and the United States.




