
2. In the “Desired Result” box, list what the Lord wanted to
happen in Zion (see D&C 82:14).

3. Find and mark the word therefore in verse 15.

4. Review verses 15–19 and in the “These Commandments” box,
list the commandments the Lord gave the Saints in order to
achieve the desired result.

5. Explain why you think what the Lord wanted to happen
would not happen without obedience to the commandments.

It is difficult for a mother 
to raise her children by
herself. In Doctrine and
Covenants 83, the Lord
explained how the Church
was to help under the law
of consecration. The
principle works much the
same today.

Understanding the Scriptures  
Doctrine and Covenants 83
Maintenance
(vv. 2, 4)—Support, sustenance

Doctrine and Covenants 83:6—“Widows and Orphans
Shall Be Provided For”
President Joseph F. Smith said: “It is intended that the widows shall
be looked after when they are in need, and that the fatherless and
the orphans shall be provided for from the funds of the Church;
that they shall be clothed and fed, and shall have opportunity for
education, the same as other children who have parents to look

after them. When a child is fatherless and motherless the Church
becomes the parent of that child, and it is obligatory upon the
Church to take care of it, and to see that it has opportunities equal
with the other children in the Church. This is a great responsibility”
(in Conference Report, Oct. 1899, 39).

Studying the Scriptures  
Do activity A as you study Doctrine and Covenants 83.

Write a News Article

Suppose you are a reporter for a small local paper and you are
assigned to write about a family whose father was killed in an
accident. As you interview the widow and ask her how she is
going to manage without the income and support of her husband,
she explains that she is a Latter-day Saint. From your reading of
Doctrine and Covenants 83, write an article on what she might
say about what the Church did to help her and her children
during this difficult time. (Ask for help from your parents or a
Church leader, if needed.)

What do you know about the priesthood of God? What is its
purpose? How has it affected your life? Why is it important to
the rest of the world? What is the oath and covenant of the
priesthood, and what does it mean for those who accept it?
Doctrine and Covenants 84 provides many insights into the
priesthood and how those who hold it govern the Church and
bless our lives—and the whole world.

Understanding the Scriptures  
Doctrine and Covenants 84

Lesser priesthood (v. 26)—
The Aaronic Priesthood

Carnal (v. 27)—Temporal,
related to physical things
(things having to do with 
this life)

Make straight (v. 28)—Prepare

Appendages (vv. 29–30)—
Attachments, additions

Oath (v. 39)—Formal
declaration or promise

Reared (v. 4)—Built

Conspiracy (v. 16)—Evil plot
or plan on the part of two or
more persons to harm or take
advantage

Abideth (v. 18)—Lasts,
endures

Greater priesthood (v. 19)—
The Melchizedek Priesthood

Manifest (vv. 20–21)—Made
known

Doctrine and 
Covenants 84

A Revelation 
on Priesthood

A
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