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In the famous parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus we 
are exposed to two different conditions in the 
postmortal world: “Abraham’s bosom” and “hell.” 
The former is depicted as a place of rest, the latter a 
place of torment. Between the two “is a great gulf 
fixed” which prevents social interchange between the 
two. Such was the condition prior to Christ’s visit to 
the spirit world between the time of his death and his 
resurrection: 

What is Abraham’s bosom? Read Alma 40:11, 12. 

What is hell? Read Alma 40:13, 14 and 2 Nephi 9:12. 

The Savior’s visit to the spirit world bridged the gulf 
between paradise (Abraham’s bosom) and hell, 
making it possible for the spirits in prison to receive 
the message of the gospel by authorized ministers. 

“There was no intermingling by the spirits in paradise 
and hell until after Christ bridged the ‘great gulf’ 
between these two spirit abodes. (Alma 40:11–14.) 
This he did while his body lay in the tomb of Joseph 
of Arimathaea and his own disembodied spirit 
continued to minister to men in their spirit prison. 
(1 Pet. 3:18–21; 4:6; Joseph F. Smith, Gospel 
Doctrine, 5th ed., pp. 472–476.) ‘Until that day’ the 
prisoners remained bound and the gospel was not 
preached to them. (Moses 7:37–39.) The hope of 
salvation for the dead was yet future.” (McConkie, 
DNTC, 1:521.) 

The Savior’s visit to the spirits in prison was but the 
fulfillment of his own words. (See Luke 4:18.) 

“But now, since our Lord has proclaimed ‘liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound (Isa. 61:1), the gospel is preached in all 
parts of the spirit world, repentance is granted to those 
who seek it, vicarious ordinances are administered in 
earthly temples, and there is a hope of salvation for the 
spirits of those men who would have received the 
gospel with all their hearts in this life had the 

opportunity come to them. (Teachings, p. 107.) At this 
time, as Joseph Smith explained it, ‘Hades, sheol, 
paradise, spirits in prison, are all one: it is a world of 
spirits.’ (Teachings, p. 310.)” (McConkie, DNTC, 
1:521–22.) 

(18-7) Luke 16:31. “If They Hear Not Moses and 
the Prophets, Neither Will They Be Persuaded, 
Though One Rose from the Dead” 
“Two great and eternal truths are here taught: 

“(1) Deity chooses and sends his own agents and 
witnesses to mortal men to cry repentance and preach 
the gospel of salvation; unless men heed their message 
they are damned; and 

“(2) Those who refuse to hear the living oracles sent to 
them in their day, and to believe the recorded 
teachings of the ancient prophets, would not be 
converted by a display of miracles that even included 
the raising of the dead. 

“Lazarus rose from the dead at Jesus’ command and 
mingled again among men as a mortal being. Instead 
of being converted, many of the rebellious Jews 
sought to put him to death to prevent receptive persons 
from believing in Jesus and his divine power. (John 
11:1–52; 12:10–11.) Our Lord himself rose from the 
dead in glorious immortality, appeared to many, and 
sent witnesses into all the world to testify of his 
resurrection and yet men did not believe.” (McConkie, 
DNTC, 1:522.) 

(18-8) John 11:1–46. What Is the Significance of 
the Death and Restoration to Life of Lazarus? 
When Jesus received word that Lazarus was ill, he did 
not depart immediately for Bethany as Mary and 
Martha had hoped. Instead, “he abode two days still in 
the same place where he was.” (John 11:6.) Jesus had 
a purpose in permitting Lazarus to die. Read John 
11:4, 11, 15. When Jesus and his apostles arrived, 
Lazarus’ body had already lain in the tomb four days. 
The Jews entertained the common belief that the spirit 
of the deceased lingered around the body for three 
days, hoping to be able to enter it once again. After 
that decay began to set in, and the spirit departed 
forever. (See McConkie, DNTC, 1:533.) Jesus may 
have had this belief in mind in waiting four days to 
restore Lazarus to life. According to the scriptural 
record, Jesus had twice before raised the dead, in both 
instances soon after the body and spirit had separated. 
On these occasions Jesus shunned any publicity for 
what he had done. (See Luke 7:11–17; 8:41, 42,  
49–56.) 
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