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and feet with spikenard, and in such abundance, was 
an act of reverential homage rarely rendered even to 
kings. Mary’s act was an expression of adoration; it 
was the fragrant outwelling of a heart overflowing 
with worship and affection.” (Talmage, Jesus the 
Christ, p. 512.) 

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER    
TO FOLLOW THE SAVIOR, “WHAT LACK I 
YET?” 

(19-12) Matthew 19:16–20. “What Good Thing 
Shall I Do, That I May Have Eternal Life?” 
“There came to Jesus, on a certain occasion, a rich 
young man who asked: ‘What good thing shall I do, 
that I may have eternal life?’ 

“Our Lord’s answer was the obvious one, the one 
given by all the prophets of all the ages. It was: ‘If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.’ 

“The next question was: ‘Which commandments?’ 

“Jesus listed them: ‘Thou shalt do no murder, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Honor thy father and thy 
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ 

“Then came this response and query—for the young 
man was a good man, a faithful man, one who sought 
righteousness: ‘All these things have I kept from my 
youth up: what lack I yet?’ 

“We might well ask, ‘Isn’t it enough to keep the 
commandments? What more is expected of us than to 
be true and faithful to every trust? Is there more than 
the law of obedience?’ 

“In the case of our rich young friend there was more. 
He was expected to live the law of consecration, to 
sacrifice his earthly possessions, for the answer of 
Jesus was: ‘If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 

“As you know, the young man went away sorrowful, 
‘for he had great possessions.’ (Matt. 19:16–22.) And 
we are left to wonder what intimacies he might have 
shared with the Son of God, what fellowship he might 
have enjoyed with the apostles, what revelations and 
visions he might have received, if he had been able to 
live the law of a celestial kingdom. As it is he remains 
nameless; as it might have been, his name could have 
been had in honorable remembrance among the saints 
forever. 

“Now I think it is perfectly clear that the Lord expects 
far more of us than we sometimes render in response. 
We are not as other men. We are the saints of God and 
have the revelations of heaven. Where much is given 
much is expected. We are to put first in our lives the 
things of his kingdom.” (Bruce R. McConkie in CR, 
Apr. 1975, pp. 75–76.) 

The following diagram indicates the significance of 
the question “What lack I yet?” as applied in our 
lives. It points out the steps we must take if we are to 
follow the Master. 

 

(19-13) “The Lord Wants You to Give the Balance 
of Your Life to the Church” 
“We were in Canada. I was . . . an attorney for an oil 
company and a manager of it. We were drilling wells 
and making money. I was at the moment up in the 
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