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“Divorce is not part of the gospel plan no matter what 
kind of marriage is involved. But because men in 
practice do not always live in harmony with gospel 
standards, the Lord permits divorce for one reason or 
another, depending upon the spiritual stability of the 
people involved. In ancient Israel men had power to 
divorce their wives for relatively insignificant reasons. 
(Deut. 24:1–4.) Under the most perfect conditions 
there would be no divorce permitted except where sex 
sin was involved. In this day the divorces are 
permitted in accordance with civil statutes, and the 
divorced persons are permitted by the Church to  
marry again without the stain of immorality which 
under a higher system would attend such a course.”  
(McConkie, DNTC, 1:546–47.) 

(19-8) Matthew 19:27. “Behold, We Have Forsaken 
All, and Followed Thee; What Shall We Have 
Therefore?” 
“The sorrowful departure of the rich young ruler, 
whose great possessions were so much a part of his 
life that he could not give them up at the time, though 
we may hope that he afterward did, brought forth from 
Peter an abrupt question, which revealed the course of 
his thoughts and aspirations: ‘Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have 
therefore?’ Whether he spoke for himself alone, or by 
his use of the plural ‘we’ meant to include all the 
Twelve, is uncertain and unimportant. He was 
thinking of the home and family he had left, and a 
longing for them was pardonable; he was thinking also 
of boats and nets, hooks and lines, and the lucrative 
business for which such things stood. All these he had 
forsaken; what was to be his reward? Jesus answered: 
‘Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed 
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’ It is 
doubtful that Peter or any other of the Twelve had ever 
conceived of so great a distinction. The day of 
regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit on the 
throne of His glory, as Judge and King, is even yet 

future; but in that day, those of the Lord’s Twelve who 
endured to the end shall be enthroned as judges in 
Israel. The further assurance was given that ‘every one 
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life.’ Rewards of such transcendent 
worth could scarcely be reckoned or their meaning 
comprehended. Lest those to whom they were 
promised might count too surely upon successful 
attainment, to the neglect of effort, and become proud 
withal, the Lord added this profound precept of 
caution: ‘But many that are first shall be last; and  
the last shall be first.’” (Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 
p. 478–79.) 

(19-9) Luke 19:11–28. Why Did Jesus Give the 
Parable of the Pounds? 
“Jesus was enroute to Jerusalem for the last time. In 
about ten days he would die upon the cross, and to the 
Jews generally it would appear that he had failed to set 
up the promised Messianic kingdom. To correct the 
false concept that ‘the kingdom of God’—meaning the 
political kingdom, the kingdom which should rule all 
nations with King Messiah at its head, the millennial 
kingdom—’should immediately appear,’ Jesus gave 
the Parable of the Pounds. Compare: Parable of the 
Talents. (Matt. 25:14–30.)” (McConkie, DNTC, 
1:571.) 

(19-10) Matthew 26:6. How Far Was Bethany from 
Jerusalem? 
Bethany was 15 furlongs, or about 2 miles, from 
Jerusalem, beyond the Mount of Olives. (See John 
11:18 and Mark 11:1.) 

(19-11) Matthew 26:6–13; John 12:2–8. What of 
the Anointing of Jesus with Spikenard? 
“To anoint the head of a guest with ordinary oil was to 
do him honor; to anoint his feet also was to show 
unusual and signal regard; but the anointing of head 
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