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LESSONS 
5.    Ye Must Be Born Again 

6.    This Is He of Whom It Is Written 

Now let’s consider a brief synopsis of this first year. 

The first year opens in Jerusalem. It is the time of the 
Passover, which corresponds on our calendar to the 
last week of March and the first week of April. Jews 
from many nations had gathered to the Holy City to 
commemorate this event. The outer court of the 
temple had been set up as a place to exchange foreign 
money and to sell animals for offerings. With a great 
multitude present and the accompanying din and 
tumult, the temple place had taken on a carnival 
atmosphere. You will read how the Savior’s reaction 
to this merchandising in his Father’s house provoked 
the hostility of the Jewish leaders. 

One Jewish leader, however, who wanted to 
understand further the source of Jesus’ power—for he 
had already wrought many miracles—was Nicodemus. 

You will read how Jesus more openly revealed his 
mission to Nicodemus by explaining how one 
becomes qualified for entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven. Following this interview with Nicodemus, 
Jesus left Jerusalem (in the province of Judea) to go to 
his hometown of Nazareth in Galilee. You will further 
read an interesting conversation he had with a 
Samaritan woman as he stopped along the way in 
Sychar (Samaria). The doctrine Jesus taught her is still 
his counsel to his disciples today. 

Jesus’ formal ministry really began in Galilee and 
specifically in Nazareth. What did he do there that 
would provoke his own townsmen to make an attempt 
on his life? His testimony there, which you will read, 
is most significant. Because of this rejection of his 
townsmen in Nazareth, Jesus went to Capernaum. 
During the next eighteen to twenty months this city 
became his home base. In this and surrounding cities, 
Jesus manifested many marvelous works. What great 
sermon did he give during this time, and why was the 
healing of a palsied man so significant? 
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The events discussed
in this section cover the
 first year of Jesus’ formal
ministry. You will see that this
extends from the first to the second Passover.

Notice that the Gospel writers have recorded only eighteen
events of the Savior in this first year of his public ministry. This
becomes significant as you later discover how the number of events of the
Savior’s ministry crescendo during the second and third year to the time of his
death and resurrection.
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