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(47-8) Hebrews 10:19, 20. How Do We Enter into 
the Holiest by the Blood of Jesus? 
The ancient tabernacle and the temples patterned 
thereafter had veils which separated one portion of the 
structure from another. To pass the first veil was to 
move from the outer court into an inner sanctuary 
known as the Holy Place. To pass the second veil was 
to enter the Holy of Holies, or the Most Holy Place. 

Paul capitalizes upon the Hebrew understanding of 
these things to indicate symbolically the role of Jesus 
in making it possible for us to enter into heaven, our 
“holy of holies.” As in ancient times the high priest 
entered the earthly sanctuary through rites of 
purification, so we too are privileged to enter the 
heavenly sanctuary through the blood of Christ, which 
cleanses us from sin. 

“Atonement for sin is no longer made by the high 
priest in Israel when he passes through the veil of the 
temple into the holy of holies. (Lev. 16.) See Heb. 
6:19–20. Now there is a new way, a living way, for the 

veil of the old temple was rent with the crucifixion. 
(Matt. 27:50–51.) Now Jesus has passed through the 
veil into heaven itself. While he lived, his mortal flesh 
stood between him and the eternal holy of holies, for 
‘flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God’ (1 Cor. 15:50), but now he has, as it were, rent 
the veil of his flesh through death and entered into the 
fulness of his Father’s kingdom through 
resurrection.” (McConkie, DNTC, 3:190–91.) 

(47-9) Hebrews 10:26–31. What Does It Mean to 
Do “Despite unto the Spirit of Grace”? 
See Interpretive Commentary 46-17. 
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(47-10) Blood Is the Life of the Body 
Blood is that physical substance that renews and 
energizes the body, carrying to it food and 
nourishment and eliminating waste materials. In the 
resurrection we will receive a perfected, physical 
body—sometimes referred to as a spiritual body 
(D&C 88:27). This does not mean that such a body 
has no tangible substance but, rather, that it “is 
quickened by spirit and not by blood. . . . The 
immortal body is quickened by spirit, but the mortal 
body is quickened by blood.” (Smith, Doctrines of 
Salvation, 1:76–77.) In the scriptures we are told that 
the life of the flesh is the blood (Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 
17:10, 11, 14; 19:26; 1 Samuel 14:32, 33; Acts 15:20, 
29). It was stated clearly to Moses: “Only be sure  
that thou eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; 
and thou mayest not eat the life with the flesh.”  
(Deuteronomy 12:23.) Leviticus chapter 17, verse 11 
states: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I 
have given it to you upon the altar to make an 
atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul.” 

There can be no mistake that the blood anciently 
offered upon the altar of sacrifice was a direct 
reminder of the sacrifice of the Savior. Furthermore, 
the ancient prophets understood that it was blood that 
made atonement for their sins possible. 

(47-11) Redemption Comes by the Shed Blood of 
Christ 
“That is, through faith in Christ, who was to come, 
and by prefiguring the shedding of his blood in their 
sacrifices and the rites incident thereto, those in 
ancient Israel were making atonement for their sins. Plan of Ancient Tabernacle 




