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of the two alternatives. He could have reacted selfishly 
and with bitterness when he learned that Mary was 
expecting, and it is a profound witness to Joseph’s 
character that he chose to annul the espousal privately. 
Of this, Elder James E. Talmage has written: 

“Joseph was a just man, a strict observer of the law, 
yet no harsh extremist; moreover he loved Mary and 
would save her all unnecessary humiliation, whatever 
might be his own sorrow and suffering. For Mary’s 
sake he dreaded the thought of publicity; and therefore 
determined to have the espousal annulled with such 
privacy as the law allowed.” (Jesus the Christ, p. 84.) 
It may be that the Lord designed such an experience to 
test Joseph, and if that be the case, Joseph proved 
faithful. After Joseph had made his decision, then the 
angel visited him and directed that he should proceed 
and take Mary as his wife. Mary’s high station was 
known before she was born (Mosiah 3:8; Alma 7:10; 
1 Nephi 11:15, 18–21; Isaiah 7:14), and Joseph no 
doubt was foreordained to the honored station that he 
held, for the Prophet Joseph Smith taught that “every 
man who has a calling to minister to the inhabitants of 
the world was ordained to that very purpose in the 
Grand Council of heaven before this world was.”  
(Teachings, p. 365. Italics added.) Surely Joseph was a 
noble soul in premortality to be blessed with the signal 
honor of coming to earth and acting as the legal 
guardian of the Son of the Eternal Father in the flesh. 

(3-4) Luke 2:1–2. Jesus Was Born in Bethlehem, 
April 6, 1 B.C. 
Joseph and Mary did not live in Bethlehem at the time 
of Christ’s birth. Rather, they lived in Nazareth (see 
map). But obedient to the dictum of prophecy, 
circumstances transpired that brought them to 
Bethlehem for the birth of Christ. (See Micah 5:2.) 

After summarizing the opinions of various scholars in 
the matter of Christ’s birthday, Elder James E. 
Talmage compares their conclusions with modern 
revelation and then affirms: “We believe that Jesus 
Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judea, April 6,  
B.C. 1.” (Jesus the Christ, p. 104.) Of this President 
Harold B. Lee declared: 

“This is the annual conference of the Church. April 6, 
1973, is a particularly significant date because it 
commemorates not only the anniversary of the 
organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in this dispensation, but also the 
anniversary of the birth of the Savior, our Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. [Quoted D&C 20:1]” (CR, Apr. 
1973, p. 4.) 

The following chart, which is based on our present 
calendar, may be helpful in understanding the birthday 
of the Lord. 

(3-5) Matthew 2:13–23. Jesus and John Escape 
Herod’s Wrath 

The wise men, familiar with the prophecies that 
foretold the birth of Christ, and recognizing the signs 
that had been given, came into Jerusalem saying: 
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him.” (Matthew 2:1, 2.) Herod, thinking that the 
promised Messiah would be a threat to his kingdom, 
sent soldiers to destroy every child two years old and 
under in Bethlehem. But an angel had warned Joseph 
and he had taken Mary and the child Jesus to Egypt. 

The wise men arrived in Jerusalem when Jesus was a 
young child. They were directed by Herod’s court to 
Bethlehem. “And when they were come into the house 
[Jesus was no longer in a stable], they saw the young 
child [no longer a babe] . . . and fell down, and 
worshipped him.” (Matthew 2:11.) Then the wise men, 
because an angel warned them not to return to Herod, 
departed into their own country by another way. When 
Herod saw that the wise men did not return, he sent his 
soldiers to kill every child “two years old and 
under.” (Matthew 2:7, 16.) 

John the Baptist was a small child, just six months 
older than Jesus, who also lived with his parents in the 
vicinity of Bethlehem when Herod gave out the order 
to murder the babies. John escaped murder by the 
selfless courage of his father, Zacharias. The Prophet 
Joseph Smith taught: 

“When Herod’s edict went forth to destroy the young 
children, John was about six months older than Jesus, 
and came under this hellish edict, and Zacharias 
caused his mother to take him into the mountains, 
where he was raised on locusts and wild honey. When 
his father refused to disclose his hiding place, and 
being the officiating high priest at the Temple that 
year, was slain by Herod’s order, between the porch 
and the altar, as Jesus said.” (Teachings, p. 261. 
Compare Matthew 23:35.) 

Zacharias died, then, to save his son; he died a noble 
martyr, perhaps the first of the Christian era. 

A.D. 11 B.C.

April 6, 1 B.C.
Birthday of the Lord
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