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(4-15) Genesis 7:19. How Could the Flood Cover the
Entire Earth, Including Mountains? What Was the
Significance of This Immersion?

“I would like to know by what known law the
immersion of the globe could be accomplished. It is
explained here in a few words: ‘The windows of
heaven were opened’ that is, the waters that exist
throughout the space surrounding the earth from
whence come these clouds from which the rain
descends. That was one cause. Another cause was 
‘the fountains of the great deep were broken 
up’—that is something beyond the oceans, something
outside of the seas, some reservoirs of which we 
have no knowledge, were made to contribute to this
event, and the waters were let loose by the hand and
by the power of God; for God said He would bring 
a flood upon the earth and He brought it, but He 
had to let loose the fountains of the great deep, and
pour out the waters from there, and when the flood
commenced to subside, we are told ‘that the fountains
also of the deep and the windows of heaven were
stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained,
and the waters returned from off the earth.’ Where
did they go to? From whence they came. Now, I will
show you something else on the back of that. Some
people talk very philosophically about tidal waves
coming along. But the question is—How could you
get a tidal wave out of the Pacific ocean, say, to cover
the Sierra Nevadas? But the Bible does not tell us it

was a tidal wave. It simply tells that ‘all the high 
hills that were under the whole heaven were covered.
Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail; and 
the mountains were covered.’ That is, the earth was
immersed. It was a period of baptism.” (John Taylor,
in Journal of Discourses, 26:74–75.)

Orson Pratt declared:
“The first ordinance instituted for the cleansing of

the earth, was that of immersion in water; it was buried
in the liquid element, and all things sinful upon the
face of the earth were washed away. As it came forth
from the ocean floor, like the new-born child, it was
innocent; it rose to newness of life. It was its second
birth from the womb of mighty waters—a new world
issuing from the ruins of the old, clothed with all the
innocence of this first creation.” (In Smith, Answers to
Gospel Questions, 4:20.)

“The earth, in its present condition and situation, 
is not a fit habitation for the sanctified; but it abides
the law of its creation, has been baptized with water,
will be baptized by fire and the Holy Ghost, and 
by-and-by will be prepared for the faithful to dwell
upon” (Brigham Young, in Smith, Answers to Gospel
Questions, 4:20).

(4-16) The Flood Was an Act of Love

“Now I will go back to show you how the Lord
operates. He destroyed a whole world at one time
save a few, whom he preserved for his own special
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