
A colossal statue of Rameses II, who may have been the pharaoh at 
the time of the Exodus

(9-4) Exodus 1:15–22

The oppressive measures of the pharaoh were not
able to thwart the purposes of God in creating a 
great nation. Through the courageous faith of the
midwives and their refusal to carry out the pharaoh’s
orders to execute the male children, Israel continued
to prosper. The life of Moses, who was a similitude 
of the Savior (see Moses 1:6), was threatened by 
the ruler of the land, just as the life of Christ was
threatened by Herod, who decreed the death of the
children of Bethlehem.

Both the ancient Jewish historian Josephus and
Jonathan ben Uzziel, another ancient Jewish writer,
recorded that the pharaoh had a dream wherein he
was shown that a man soon to be born would deliver
Israel from bondage, and this dream motivated 
the royal decree to drown the male children (see
Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, bk. 2, chap. 9, 
par. 2; Clarke, Bible Commentary, 1:294).

(9-5) Exodus 2:1–2. What Is the Genealogy of Moses?

Moses was a descendant of Levi through both his
father, Amram (see Exodus 6:16–20), and his mother,
Jochebed (see Exodus 2:1; 6:20).

(9-6) Exodus 2:1–10

Both the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible (see
Genesis 50) and the Book of Mormon (see 2 Nephi 3)
show that as early as the time of Joseph, son of 
Jacob, the future mission of the deliverer had been
prophesied. So detailed had been the prophecy by
Joseph that even the name of Moses was known, as
well as incidents of his ministry (see Reading 8-27 
for the Joseph Smith Translation additions to 
Genesis 50).

(9-7) Exodus 2:10. What Training Did Moses Receive
as a Youth in Egypt?

In the New Testament Stephen made a lengthy
speech about the dealings of the Lord with the house
of Israel. Concerning Moses’ youth, Stephen related,
“And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds”
(Acts 7:22).

Josephus said that Moses was a very handsome 
and educated prince and a mighty warrior in the
cause of the Egyptians (see Antiquities, bk. 2, chap. 9,
par. 7; chap. 10, pars. 1–2).

As a prince, Moses may have had access to 
the royal libraries of the Egyptians as well as the
scriptural record of the Israelites as taught by his
mother. Quite possibly he read the prophecies of
Joseph and was led by the Spirit to understand his
divine appointment to deliver his brethren the
Israelites. Stephen’s address implied that Moses
understood his responsibility: “And when he was 
full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his
brethren the children of Israel. . . . For he supposed
his brethren would have understood how that God 
by his hand would deliver them: but they understood
not.” (Acts 7:23, 25.)

Paul, in Hebrews, added further to the concept, 
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; . . .
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures of Egypt” (Hebrews 11:24, 26). Moses’
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