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the defensive; at least till he should be fully satisfied 
of the real complexion of affairs. But he appears to
take all as coming from the hand of God; therefore he
humbles himself, weeps, goes barefoot, and covers 
his head! He does not even hasten his departure, for
the habit of mourners is not the habit of those who
are flying before the face of their enemies. He sees the
storm, and he yields to what he conceives to be the
tempest of the Almighty.” (Clarke, Bible Commentary,
2:350.)

Some believe Psalm 55 was written by David to
express his feelings over Absalom’s revolt. Note
especially verses 12–14 and 20–21 of this psalm.

David quelled revolt.

(27-12) 2 Samuel 15:32–37

David’s spies were those who were completely
loyal to him. His choice of Hushai was particularly
good because he not only had inside information but
was able to offset counsel given by the sagacious
Ahithophel.

(27-13) 2 Samuel 16:5–14. Why Did David Choose to
Endure the Curses of Shimei?

“Note the rationale behind David’s humbly
choosing to endure the curses of Shimei of the house
of Saul: (1) any dishonor was considered negligible
compared to the dishonor of his own son taking his
kingship and seeking his life; (2) if he suffered his
afflictions patiently, perhaps the Lord would have
mercy upon him and requite him later; (3) perhaps
the Lord Himself had commanded Shimei to curse
him; (4) since the sons of Zeruiah (Abishai and Joab)

were such men of violence, David countered as usual
with more moderate action.” (Rasmussen, Introduction
to the Old Testament, 1:187.)

(27-14) 2 Samuel 16:20–23. Why Did Ahithophel
Advise Absalom to Take David’s Concubines?

“Lying with the king’s concubines was an
appropriation of the royal harem, and, as such, a
complete usurpation of the throne . . . which would
render any reconciliation between Absalom and his
father utterly impossible, and therefore would of
necessity instigate the followers of Absalom to maintain
his cause with all the greater firmness. This was what
Ahithophel hoped to attain through his advice. For
unless the breach was too great to be healed, with the
affection of David towards his sons, which might in
reality be called weakness, it was always a possible
thing that he should forgive Absalom; and in that 
case Ahithophel would be the one to suffer.” (Keil
and Delitzsch, Commentary, 2:2:428.)

(27-15) 2 Samuel 17:1–23

Ahithophel clearly understood David’s
vulnerability at this stage of the revolt. Had his
counsel been followed, the result would have been
critical for David. Twelve thousand men against the
small band who had fled with David would have
been a disaster for David. Hushai saved the situation
for David, first, by convincing Absalom that a delay
while he gathered more strength to his army would
be wise, and, second, by warning David to flee in 
case Ahithophel’s counsel was followed.

Ahithophel knew his only hope lay in Absalom’s
success. Since he was a traitor to King David, if David
won, his fate was sealed. Understanding perfectly
that a delay meant the ultimate defeat of Absalom
and David’s return to the throne, Ahithophel returned
to his home and, after putting things in order,
committed suicide.

(27-16) 2 Samuel 18:1–17. The Revolution Comes to an
End

Absalom’s delay to gather a larger army provided
David with enough time to prepare for the coming
battle. He gathered the people who were loyal to him
into a formidable army of his own, received supplies
from those east of the Jordan (see 2 Samuel 17:27–29),
and chose a site where the terrain would work in his
favor (see 2 Samuel 18:8).

In spite of Absalom’s treachery and rebellion,
David still entreated his generals to deal kindly with
him if they caught him. Joab, as usual, took matters
into his own hands and ignored David’s request.

(27-17) 2 Samuel 18:19–33. Why Did Ahimaaz Insist 
on Running to David with the News?

“It appears that Ahimaaz, the priestly son of
Zadok, wished to cushion the blow of the bad news 
to the king that his son was dead; but it was to no
avail, for tragedy had been in the making for a long
time in the lives of David and Absalom and the
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