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(8-1) Introduction
He was a shepherd from Tekoa, a small village in

the hill country of Judah, but his message was for the
whole house of Israel and the nations of the world. It
was not then a new message, and it has significance
even today. Though Amos spoke of the judgments which
were about to descend on the nations surrounding
Israel and on the two kingdoms of the house of Israel,
his message is the same one God has given since the
earliest history of the world. It is a simple yet profound
message that carries a solemn warning: there is a way
to come into God’s favor and gain eternal life. That way
is always open to the penitent and obedient, but to the
impenitent, those who harden their hearts against the
Lord, the way is shut. In the place of life there is death;
in the place of joy there is sorrow; punishments replace
blessing; judgments and destruction replace protection
and power.

Study Amos carefully, for his message is one that
can help each of us find the way to life and peace.

NOTES AND 
COMMENTARY ON 
AMOS
(8-2) Amos 1:1. Who Was Amos and When Did He
Minister?

The Hebrew name Amos means “bearer” or “burden”
and refers to the weighty warning that the Lord
commissioned Amos to carry to the kingdom of Israel.
Amos was a shepherd from a city called Tekoa, now 
a hilltop of ancient ruins about six miles south of
Bethlehem, away from the normal trade routes.
Although small and obscure, Tekoa was strategic
enough that Rehoboam fortified it as a southern city 
of defense for Jerusalem (see 2 Chronicles 11:6). Amos
was an alert observer of people and nations, and
scholars agree that he was far from being an untutored
rustic, even though he described himself as a simple
herdsman (see 1:1; 7:14–15).

Since the contemporaneous reigns of Judah’s Uzziah
and Israel’s Jeroboam II are specifically mentioned in
the scripture, the ministry of Amos has been estimated
to have been about B.C. 750. If so, he may have been
contemporary with Isaiah and Hosea.

Amos was from Tekoa.

(8-3) Amos 1:2. “The Lord Will Roar from Zion”

“This introduction was natural in the mouth of 
a herdsman who was familiar with the roaring of lions,
the bellowing of bulls, and the lowing of kine [cattle].
The roaring of the lion in the forest is one of the most
terrific sounds in nature; when near, it strikes terror
into the heart of both man and beast.” (Adam Clarke,
The Holy Bible . . . with a Commentary and Critical 
Notes, 4:672.)

The term Zion sometimes refers to Jerusalem, 
where there is a hill by that name, but that is not
always the case, as the following references indicate:
Joel 3:16–17; Isaiah 2:2–3; 40:9; 64:10. Isaiah 2:2–3
speaks of a latter-day Zion. This Zion will be located
on the American continent (see Article of Faith 10). For
a broader listing of references concerning the
geographical location of Zion, see Bible Dictionary,
s.v. “Zion.” See also Notes and Commentary on 
Joel 2:1.

(8-4) Amos 1:3–2:16. The Lord Will Pour Out
Judgments

Here the prophet Amos forecast the Lord’s
judgments upon the Syrians (see Amos 1:3–5),
Philistines (see Amos 1:6–8), Tyrians (see Amos
1:9–10), Edomites (see Amos 1:11–12), Ammonites (see
Amos 1:13–15), and Moabites (see Amos 2:1–3). All of
these people were neighbors of the Israelites and in
most cases had been enemies to the covenant people.
Once those judgments had been pronounced, Amos
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Instructions to Students
1. Use the Notes and Commentary below to

help you as you read and study the book of Amos.
2. Complete the Points to Ponder as directed by

your teacher. (Individual-study students should
complete all of this section.)
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