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Joseph Smith—History 1:61–62. Preserving the
Plates

“The Smiths continued to be harassed, and the Prophet
had to resort to numerous hiding places. Joseph Smith
first placed them in Hyrum’s chest, then, at various times,
secreted the plates under the hearth of his father’s home,
in a pile of flax in the cooper’s loft, in Father Beman’s
Ontario glass box, and in Emma’s red Morocco trunk [see
Smith, History of Joseph Smith, 112–13].

“However, Joseph Smith’s calling was not merely to
preserve the gold plates, but also to translate them. With
people in the area around Manchester so intent on stealing
the plates, Joseph and Emma decided to move to Harmony
to live on her father’s farm. They hoped to have the
necessary peace there to accomplish the divine task. Martin
Harris gave Joseph $50 to make the move, and Emma’s
brother Alva lent them a team and wagon. They left after
hiding the record in a barrel of beans in the wagon. Several
men detained the travelers but were unsuccessful in finding
the plates. [See Richard L. Bushman, Joseph Smith and the
Beginnings of Mormonism (1984), 85.]

“In Harmony, the couple moved into a two-room house
owned by Jesse, another of Emma’s brothers, about
150 yards from Isaac Hale’s house. The Prophet was ready to
begin the translation. On at least six different occasions,
Joseph Smith gave brief descriptions of how he translated
the Book of Mormon. All six accounts agree that he
translated them by the gift and power of God, through the
Urim and Thummim [see Joseph Smith—History 1:62; D&C
9:4–12; Warren Cowdery, Manuscript History of the Church,
Book A-1, in LDS Church Archives, 121–22; Elder’s Journal,
1 July 1838, 43; Times and Seasons, 3 May 1842, 772; and
Times and Seasons, 4 Nov. 1843, 373]” (Kenneth W. Godfrey,
“A New Prophet and a New Scripture: The Coming Forth of
the Book of Mormon,” Ensign, Jan. 1988, 11).

Joseph Smith—History 1:63–65. Prophecy Fulfilled

See Isaiah 29:11–12 and 2 Nephi 27:6–26. Elder James E.
Talmage, who was a member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, wrote: “Joseph began his work with the plates by
patiently copying a number of characters, adding his
translation to some of the pages thus prepared. The
prophet’s first assistant in the labor, Martin Harris, obtained
permission to take away some of these transcripts, with the
purpose of submitting them to the examination of men
learned in ancient languages. He placed some of the sheets
before Professor Charles Anthon, of Columbia College, who,
after examination, certified that the characters were in
general of the ancient Egyptian order, and that the
accompanying translations appeared to be correct. Hearing
how this ancient record came into Joseph’s hands, Professor
Anthon requested Mr. Harris to bring the original book for
examination, stating that he would undertake the
translation of the work; then, learning that a part of the
book was sealed, he remarked, ‘I cannot read a sealed book’;
and thus unwittingly did this man fulfil the prophecy of
Isaiah concerning the coming forth of the volume: ‘And the
vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that
is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed’
[Isaiah 29:11]. Another linguist, a Doctor Mitchell, of New
York, having examined the characters, gave concerning
them a testimony in all important respects corresponding to
that of Professor Anthon” (The Articles of Faith, 267–68).
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