Washington DC Institute of Religion

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of institute? 

The purpose of religious education in the Church Educational System is to assist individuals, families, and priesthood leaders in accomplishing the mission of the Church by (1) teaching students the gospel of Jesus Christ as found in the standard works and the words of the latter-day prophets; (2) teaching students by precept and example so they will be encouraged, assisted, and protected as they strive to live the gospel of Jesus Christ; (3) providing a spiritual and social climate where students can associate together, and (4) preparing youth for effective Church service.
What connection do the Institutes have with Universities and Colleges? 

Adjacent to almost every institution of higher learning in America from Ivy League schools to community colleges there are various independent religious centers. Such organizations have no official connection with the schools, but academic leaders generally welcome them for their positive impact on campuses. Religious centers sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints are called Institutes of Religion. They are found throughout the United States and numerous countries.
How do I get involved with other LDS students on campus?

Contact the Institute office in DC by calling 202-448-3399.
Who is invited to attend institute?

Institute of religion programs provide weekday religious instruction for single and married postsecondary students. Young single adults of the appropriate age (generally 18-30) are also welcome to attend. Married students and their spouses are welcomed as their time and circumstances allow.
Who is a postsecondary student?

A "postsecondary student" is defined as anyone who is (1) actively pursuing at least one postsecondary day, evening, or correspondence class of a skill building nature that can lead to a degree, certificate, or diploma; (2) actively pursuing an apprenticeship for which class work is required or there is a formal testing and certification procedure; or (3) in military training.
What is required to graduate from Institute? 
Institute graduation requires 14 semester hours in approved Institute courses as follows: 4 hours of Book of Mormon, 4 hours of other scripture-based classes, and 6 hours of any other course combination.
I am interested in graduating from Institute. How do I request a transcript to review my record?
Send an e-mail to mottj@ldsces.org. In the subject line of the e-mail type "Transcript Review." In the body of the message include the following information: Full Name, Date of Birth, current ward and stake.
How academically demanding are Institute classes?
Gospel scholarship is encouraged. Out of class study is suggested. Institute course study guides are available online at www.ldsces.org/institutes. Students are welcome who, because of heavy school and work schedules, can only come to Institute class to participate in class discussions.
I want to receive credit, but missed several classes. Can I still receive credit for the class so I can graduate from Institute?
Attendance is important in receiving credit hours for Institute courses applied toward Institute graduation. If students miss attend class due to heavy school and work responsibilities, arrangements can be made with the Institute instructor to complete make-up work assignments; thereby meeting the 75% attendance requirement to receive credit for the course.
How can I hear about Institute activities?
Check the Institute Calendar. Also, Under "E-mail Announcements" on this website submit your e-mail address, and first and last names to receive Institute activity announcements.
When and where does the Singles' Ward meet?
The Washington DC 2nd Ward, encompassing the Seneca and Washington DC stakes, meets at 11:00am to 2:00pm at the Chevy Chase Building. Address: 5460 Western Ave, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 Phone Number: 301-654-0081
 The Glenn Dale Ward, encompassing the Silver Spring and Suitland Stakes, meets at 11525 Prospect Hill Rd, Glenn Dale, MD 20769. Meetings begin at noon.
I am moving to the area. What is the best way to find housing?
The best way to find housing is to contact the various wards in the area, each of which has a housing coordinator that can be of help. The Institute does not maintain a housing list or bulletin.
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